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Climate Control Risk Assessment 

Site Address: 
Silver Birches, Highland Avenue, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 4SP 

Normal operating hours: 

Monday to Friday – 8am to 5pm 
Saturday – 8am to 4pm 
Sunday & Bank Holidays - Closed 

This Climate Control Risk Assessment has been prepared to outline the steps being taken by the 
A1 Group to reduce noise from site operations and to comply with the requirements of the site 
permit 83313 (EPR FP 3390EU). 

This plan will be reviewed annually in consultation with the Environment Agency. The A1 Group 
is committed to working closely with the Environment Agency to ensure that our operations 
have limited impact on the environment. Any significant changes to the operations or site 
infrastructure will be revied and the Climate Control Risk Assessment will updated where 
necessary. 
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Climate Change Risks and Mitigations for Metal Recycling & Scrap Yard Operations 

1. Summer daily maximum temperatures 

Summer temperatures may be up to 7°C higher than current averages, with more frequent extreme 

temperatures exceeding 40°C. 

Impact 1 – Increased fire and self-heating risk 

Higher temperatures increase the risk of combustion, reactions and fires involving: 

• waste oils and oil-contaminated materials 

• contaminated swarf and fines 

• oily rags and absorbents 

Mitigation 

• Store heat-sensitive and combustible wastes in shaded, covered or enclosed areas – all 

waste fuel tanks are covered to prevent direct heat  

• Maintain strict segregation of incompatible wastes – all waste is segregated as per the 

storage requirements set out in the Fire Prevention Plan. More detailed information can 

be found on waste segregation in the FPP.  

• Limit stockpile size and storage duration – We do not stock pile waste and storage is 

always kept to a minimum as we process continuously. In the even of machinery 

breakdown, loads into the yard will be reduced to avoid storing materials for too long.  

• Increase inspection frequency during hot weather – during heat waves our management 

team increase site walkarounds and inspections to ensure safety within the yard. We also 

have heat detection software within our main ferrous scrap pile which is also detailed in 

our FPP. 

________________________________________ 

Impact 2 – Thermal expansion and plant stress 

High temperatures increase stress on: 

• processing plant 

• pipework 

• fuel and oil systems 

• hydraulics 

Mitigation 

• Enhanced inspection regimes during hot weather – during hot periods, our regular 

inspections of machinery and equipment will be increased and where possible, all tools 

and machinery will be stored out of direct sunlight.  

• Preventative maintenance focused on joints, seals and hoses – Our in house 

maintenance technician will ensure maintenance checks are focused around joints, seals 

and hoses a on plant and machinery.  
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• Prompt repair of leaks and defects – as standard we ensure a prompt repair time of any 

defects. Any plant or machinery with defects is immediately quarantined in a covered, 

cool and dry area awaiting repair.  

• Hot works – the majority of all hot works are carried out under cover to avoid direct 

sunlight / heat. Any that aren’t carried out under cover will be paused during extreme 

heat or moved to suitable areas.  

________________________________________ 

Impact 3 – Increased dust emissions  

Hot, dry conditions increase dust from: 

• cropping and sheering metal 

• vehicle movements 

• site roads  

Mitigation 

• Use dust suppression systems (sprays, bowsers) – during the summer our regular yard 

maintenance includes the use of suppression systems throughout the yard to minimise 

dust. Our yard is predominantly hard standing so dust issues aren’t too prevalent.  

• Increase site sweeping and housekeeping – our housekeeping ensures dust is kept to a 

minimum – water suppression is used where required.  

• Maintain road surfaces – we have an external contractor that carried out regular road 

maintenance and this is increased during dry spells where there is increased dust in the 

yard.  

________________________________________ 

2. Winter daily temperatures 

Winter temperatures may vary more widely, with both colder and warmer extremes. 

Impact – Freezing of pipework and systems 

Freezing conditions can affect: 

• water lines 

• fire water systems 

• effluent and interceptor pipework 

Mitigation 

• Insulated pipework – all pipework through out the yard is insulated to avoid the risk of 

frozen pipes leading to subsequent pipe damage.  

• Regular cold-weather inspections – during extreme cold conditions, additional checks 

will be carried out by our yard maintenance team to ensure all systems are working 

correctly.   

________________________________________ 
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3. Extreme daily rainfall & Increased Average Winter Rainfall 

Daily rainfall intensity may increase by up to 20%. Winter rainfall may increase by over 40%. 

Impact – Flooding and overwhelmed drainage 

• Surface water flooding 

• Interceptors and drainage systems overwhelmed 

• Potential contaminated runoff leaving site 

Mitigation 

• Inspect and maintain drainage and interceptors – our site drainage and interceptors are 

regularly inspected by our yard maintenance team. We have scheduled regular emptying 

and cleaning of all yard drainage to ensure they are kept up to date – the POD’s are now 

being stored in our Site Diary. In periods of extreme rainfall, additional checks will be 

implemented.  

• Implement surface water and floodwater management measures – we have dedicated 

team members responsible for checking high risk areas during high rain fall. One area in 

particular being the area around the oil skimmer. During rainy periods, additional 

maintenance is carried out to ensure the area remains clean and works effectively. The 

drainage system in the yard works effectively at maintaining surface water drainage and 

in extreme conditions, tankers will be brought in to remove additional surface water 

where required.  

________________________________________ 

4. Drier summers 

Summer rainfall may reduce by up to 40%. 

Impact 1 – Increased reliance on mains water 

Greater demand for: 

• dust suppression 

• cleaning 

• fire-fighting water 

Mitigation 

• Monitor and minimise water use – during periods of draught we will ensure to use water 

only where required. If an issue arises with water capacity on site, we will look to install 

additional rain water storage tanks.  

• Maximise rainwater harvesting and reuse where possible – we have two large capacity 

water storage tanks within the yard, IBC’s full of water and we also keep a fire engine on 

site that is full with water in case of fires. More details on our fire fighting water can be 

found in the FPP. 

________________________________________ 

Impact 2 – Increased dust emissions  
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Dry conditions increase dust nuisance and environmental impact. 

Mitigation 

• Enhanced dust suppression - during the summer our regular yard maintenance includes 

the use of suppression systems through the yard to minimise dust. Our yard is 

predominantly hard standing so dust issues aren’t too prevalent. 

• Increased cleaning frequency - our housekeeping ensures dust is kept to a minimum – 

water suppression is used where required. In extreme weather conditions, the yard 

maintenance will be increased where required to manage issues like enhanced dust.  

________________________________________ 

5. Storms and high winds 

Storms may increase in frequency and severity, combining wind, rain and lightning. 

Impact – Structural damage and fugitive emissions 

• Site safety / H&S 

• Damage to buildings, cladding and roofs 

Mitigation 

• Review design and condition of vulnerable structures – our car racks are maintained and 

tested by an external company to ensure their safety and integrity. Any issues are 

immediately identified and the racks are placed into a quarantine area and not sued until 

repairs have been made.  

• Maintain building integrity - our H&S & building maintenance team carry out annual 

inspections of all building within to assess structural integrity and safety. None of our 

buildings are deemed ‘vulnerable’ and the regular inspections ensure buildings are kept 

in good repair. The weekly walkarounds checks will also highlight if there are any building 

issues between the annual inspections.    

 


