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1.  Intent and Introduction
Method Statement for Clearing Obstruction via High Pressure Water Jetting. This procedure is widely used in A1 Wet Waste Ltd undertakings. Although the location will change due to the reactive nature of the Companies processes. Hazards related to any location may vary but the operation of High Pressure Jetting will remain constant and follow procedures within the code of practice for the safe working and use of water jetting in drains and sewers.



                   Method Statement – High Pressure Water Jetting

	Location of Works: 

 ( Insert full address of site )



	
3.   Description of Works

To carry out High pressure water jetting works from the inspection chambers where required or instructed on site, attempting to leave in free flowing condition. High pressure jetting is used in the Drainage industry for cleaning or for clearing blockages in drains and sewers.

1) On arrival to site all A1 Wet Waste Ltd employees must report to the pre arranged meeting point. 

2) Site will be under the control of the appointed site supervisor whose instructions will be obeyed at all times.

3) An on site risk assessment will be carried out by the site supervisor. Any changes from the site risk assessment will be noted and appropriate measures taken to control the risks identified.

4) Work will not commence until procedure 3 is completed. If risks cannot be controlled works must be abandoned until appropriate control measures in place and works safe to continue.

5) All A1 Wet Waste Ltd employees will undergo a site induction. All site rules will be understood and adhered to.

6) A1 Wet Waste Ltd employees are to be reminded on dangers of working on site. See generic risk assessment “working on site”.

7) Safe access will be made to the point of works. All site safety rules will be followed throughout the operations including access and egress to point of works and site speed limits.

8) Safe positioning of all company vehicles around work site ensuring our Safety at Street Works and Road Works code of practice is adhered to.

9) The working area must be suitably protected via the use of barriers and cones. See generic risk assessment on “street works / road works”.
10) When all safety barriers are in place around required manhole then manhole cover can be raised. 
11) Once the chamber has been adequately ventilated an atmosphere test using a gas monitor must be obtained. The outcome of this test will determine whether works will be permitted. If the test is a pass operations are permitted following the instructions below. If the test is a fail no works will commence. All chamber access covers will be replaced and all A1 Wet Waste Ltd employees will leave the site ensuring it is left in a safe condition. Again following all site safety rules and regulations.
12) If the atmosphere test has passed. 
13) Set up an equipment dump with all jetting equipment needed.
14) Inspect all fixtures and fittings of jetting equipment.
15) Connect all the appropriate couplings, lances and end fittings. Ensuring all couplings are of correct standard and fit.
16) Connect the required nozzle and ensure the nozzle is of correct standard and fit.  
17) The person operating the high pressure jet must be competent and wearing the correct PPE. See generic risk assessment High Pressure Jetting. All operations must be in accordance with the safe working and use of water jetting in drains and sewers code of practice.
18) Locate the required channel; this can be done using drain rods.
19) Insert the rods into the out falling pipe, ensuring full engagement.
20) Using the Tiger Tail and HP hose, thread over the rods and lower simultaneously until both are located at the invert ensuring the pressure nozzle is safety secured in the pipe.
21) When you are certain the HP hose and nozzle are safely secured with the pipe.
22) Start high pressure water pump using minimum pressure, switch on the jetting water until you are satisfied the nozzle has travelled forward within the drain / pipe.
23) Retract the drain rods used as guidance to out falling pipe.
24) Continue jetting on minimum pressure until the obstruction has been reached.
25) When obstruction has been reached. Increase the pressure as required removing blockage and cleaning area.
26) When blockage has been suitable removed switch off water pressure generator and release pressure.
27) Isolate high pressure water pump.
28) When the high pressure jet has been stopped and isolated remove the nozzle and guide from drain / sewer / chamber.
29) Replace manhole immediately. Remembering the correct manual handling procedure.
30) When safe to do so ensure covers are replaced, barriers removed, the work area cleaned and disinfected and the site is left in a safe condition

31) Ensure all equipment is checked, cleaned and stowed away.

32) Leave the site ensuring it is left in a safe condition. Again following all site safety rules and regulations.

33) Report any defects, faults or operational problems immediately to your supervisor.




	
4.   Plant and Equipment


· High pressure water pump.

· Pressure Hose.

· End fittings and Couplings.

· Lance – Rigid and Flexible Lance.

· Nozzle(s).

· Drain jet extension.

· A1 Wet Waste Vehicle.

· Eye protection (safety goggle).  
· Foot protection.

· Ear protection.

· Head protection.

· Body protection.

· Manhole keys.

· Cones and barriers. 

· Lighting.




	
5.  Related Documentation and Assessments

· Code of practice for the Safe Working and Use of Water Jetting Drains and Sewers.

· Generic risk assessment High Pressure Jetting.

· Manual handling assessment Manhole Covers.

· All generic risk assessments.

· Safety at Street Works and Road Works Code of Practice.

· Health and Safety and Environmental Policy.


	
6.  Location and Protection of any Services/Facilities Affected by Works

·  Customer to advise.



	
7.   Foreseeable Adverse Effects and their Control 


Charged and surcharging chambers. Action: extra care to be taken in the location of channel and out-falling pipe. The use of drain rods must be used to locate these.

· Damaged pressure hoses. 
Action: maintenance and inspection programme. 
Defect reporting process.  




	
8.   Safety Precautions

High Pressure Jetting Safety Awareness Training and Code of Practice.


First Aid Kits 


PPE.

· Eye protection (safety goggle).

· Foot protection (safety boots / wellingtons).

· Ear protection.

· Head protection (hard hat).

· Body protection (water proofs).

High pressure injuries appreciation and action.




	
9.   Monitoring Systems

· Supervisor or Team Leader (Insert Name) to oversee complete operations
Near miss reporting.

· Accident reporting.

· Site inspections.



	10.   Further information/Observations

High pressure jetting must not commence if any hazards have not been adequately controlled. Only competent persons can operate any high pressure equipment.

A1 Wet Waste Ltd supervisors take over all responsibility of operations and retain the right to cancel or halt any operations as they deem necessary.

Works may need to be re scheduled if initial assessment of site deems this method statement as unviable. Please see attached site specific risk assessment.




	11. Emergencies

First aid equipment is provided on each vehicle

Emergency services               Dial 999

· Call 999 in the event of an emergency and state the incident location.
· Follow the instructions of the 999 call handler/emergency medical dispatcher until help arrives.

· Care must be taken to ensure that access for emergency vehicles is maintained throughout the site operations.

Nearest Hospital:     



	Method statement prepared by:


	Steven Cummings

	Signed
	
	Date
	


Engineers Signature: 

When on site to confirm you have read and understood the content of this method statement.
……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………
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